Lattice resolution in alpha-chitin.
The lattice images of the alpha-chitin microfibrils from lobster tendon were recorded with a transmission electron microscope operated at 120 keV. It was concluded that a close resemblance exists between alpha-chitin microfibrils and cellulose microfibrils. In both cases, the microfibrils are elongated single crystals (crystallites) of high perfection, with the chains aligned and probably fully extended along the microfibril axis.